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October 22, 1935. 


Mre We Re Sherwood 
195 Broadway oa 
New York City. | v 


Dear Mr. Sherwood: 


Mr. Noe asked me to write you concerning our oleaning 8 
preserving coins. For cleaning badly corroded ancient copper coins ve 
a bath of 2% solution of esaustie seda (scdium hydroxide), We have found. en 
best to do mre than 30 or 40 coins in «bout two quarts of this solution. We ust 
alternating current stopped down to about 1/4 to 1/2 ampere. We have been % 
using Elkon battery chargers, type 310, for this work. These are 3 rea 
size for 6 volt batteries. CGonsequcatly they must be stopped down even 1 
by either using more jars or putting in a résisctaree,. On the negative end 
we put the coins. If a few coins we simply hold them by wrapping a fine 
piece of copper wire around them or if there sre many ve mike a small bash 
of copper wesh sereening. On the positive end we use a piece of plat inom 
wire = iron will do but it fouls the solution. With this slow current going © * 
throughsbadly corroded coins must be kept in from one to nine months - other — 
coins nébso badly corvoded can be done anywhere from a few days to a month — ig 
or so. With silver that is stained or badly tarnished we use the same 
solution and let two or three amperes from say three to six volts go through, 
This isa mtter of a day to three days, sometimes longer. The tarnish is “7 
not removed but simply loosened so that with a fine bristle wet brush and | 
electrosilycon we can remove the tarnish easily. We then cont the coins 
with a very thin lacquer ¢called Zapon Duranite B, using their thinner to 


reiuce it about one-half, a 


os . 
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Vory truly yours, 


His JIG Curator 


